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Annual Housing Conference 2018 
The St Ives Chambers' Annual Housing Conference will 
take place on Friday 28th September 2018. This one-day  
conference will provide you with the latest updates and 
news in Housing law and will include an opportunity for 
you to meet our Housing Group members. 
 
The subjects and topics our specialist speakers and 
members we will be covering, include: 
 
 GDPR: What does it mean for you? 
 Case study: Challenging hearsay evidence 
 Section 21 notices: Can I or can’t I? / Where are 

we now? 
 Unlawful eviction, harassment and privacy 
 Disrepair update (including fitness to inhabit,  

injunctions and succession, ASBI/s.17 Injunctions) 
 Ask the Panel Session 

Child Care Conference 2018 
We are delighted to announce that our annual Child Care 
Conference will be held on Friday 12th October 2018.  
This all-day event will include keynote presentations from 
members of our Family Group. The guest speakers  
confirmed are: 
 
 Dr Anand Saggar, Consultant in the South West  

Regional Genetics Department at St George’s  
Hospital Medical School and Honorary Senior  
Lecturer within the Medical School; and 

 
 Professor Sue White FAcSS, Professor of Social 

Work in the Department of Sociological Studies at 
the University of Sheffield. 

 
 

For further details, please visit our website.   
 

To book your place at either of these popular annual conferences, please email marketing@stiveschambers.co.uk. 

http://www.stiveschambers.co.uk
mailto:rebecca.youster@stiveschambers.co.uk
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News 

Two new members have been added to the rankings in Chambers & Partners for 2019,  
bringing the total number of recommended members to 21 

 
We are delighted that our members continue to be recommended in Chambers & Partners. 
 
Members from the Family/Matrimonial Group who will be included in the 2019 edition are Jeremy Weston QC, Elizabeth 
Isaacs QC, Jayne Mullen, Nicholas Starks, Gregory Rogers, Tracy Lakin, Nina Bache, Andrew Day, Matthew Maynard, James 
Picken, Charmian Jackson and Mark Cooper. 

From the Housing Group Michael Singleton, Michelle Caney, Anya Newman, Tom Lawal, David Nuttall and Jane Talbot have 
all been ranked.  The Crime Group members who continue to be ranked are David Jackson, Peter Cooper and Kevin  
Saunders.  Michelle Caney has been recommended twice for her work in Housing and Real Estate Litigation. 

“St Ives Chambers continues to go from strength to strength and I am delighted for Mark Cooper and David Nuttall as they 
are recommended for the first time,” commented Jeremy Weston QC (Head of Chambers), “2018 is shaping up to be an  
exciting year, with many developments in the law and an increased work load for both courts and practitioners”. 

The detailed recommendations and rankings will be published by Chambers & Partners in November 2018.  

Client perception study 2018: We asked you to be honest with us and this is what you said: 
 
In our client perception and feedback survey, we ask our clients questions about the service they receive from us. 
 
This year there has been a significant increase in clients rating our barristers’ skills as ‘excellent’. It was the same with our 
clerking team, with significantly more respondents rating their service as ‘excellent’ in the past 12 months. 
 
Finally, 98.55% of respondents would recommend St Ives Chambers’ services. 
 
Comments included:   
 
“The clerking team are excellent – they understand us as a client and strive to meet our requests.  They will do all that they 
can to accommodate our requests.  They make us feel as though we are their only client, such is the level of service.” 
 
“We regularly receive excellent service and are pleased with the quality of the work produced by barristers we instruct.” 
 
A huge thank you to all those who took part. 

@StIvesChambers @StIvesCriminal @StIvesCivil @StIvesFamily @StIvesArb 
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New Members 

New members for the Family Group as Basharat Hussain and Alyssa Howard join the team 
 

We are delighted to announce two new members have joined our Family Group. 
 
Basharat Hussain has joined from Cornwall Street Chambers. Basharat, who is a family law specialist, is now accepting  
instructions through Chambers. 
 
Alyssa Howard is a family practitioner who undertakes private law  
children and finance work and has joined us from New Court  
Chambers.  
 
Head of Chambers, Jeremy Weston QC, said “Basharat and Alyssa both 
add great depth and expertise to our family team. We are  
certain that this further cements our position as one of the leading 
family law chambers in the Country.” 
 
To read Basharat’s CV click here, to read Alyssa’s CV click here. Alyssa Howard Basharat Hussain 

Ben Douglas-Jones QC joins as a Door Tenant 
 

Ben Douglas-Jones QC is a specialist fraud, criminal and regulatory barrister. He is highly  
recommended in Chambers and Partners. The Legal 500 for Criminal Fraud and Consumer Law, 
describes him as “extremely bright”, with "great intellectual strength" and “extremely able” with 
the ability to “marshal cases of the utmost complexity”. 
 
Ben defends professional and corporate clients including public limited companies. He  
prosecutes for the Specialist Fraud Division, Organised Crime Division, Appeals and Review Unit,  
Proceeds of Crime Unit and Welfare, Rural and Health Division (including the Medicines and 
Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency) of CPS Headquarters. He also prosecutes for local  
authorities. 
 
To read his CV in full, click here. 

Family Group: Law Update (Summer 2018) 

The latest edition of the Family Children Group: Law Update has recently been issued. Some of the topics our Family team 
explored include: 
 Update: Judges Meeting with Children (an update from MacDonald J) 
 Update: Judges do get it badly wrong! 
 We are recruiting 
 Update: Why we need a family drug and alcohol court in Birmingham 
 
To download a copy click here. If you would like to receive updates and newsletters from the Family team, please email  
marketing@stiveschambers.co.uk.  

Ben Douglas-Jones QC 

https://www.stiveschambers.co.uk/barristers/basharat-hussain/
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News  

Thomas Telford School Employer of the Year Award 
 
We have been awarded the Thomas Telford School Employer of the Year 
Award 2018. 
 
Members of Chambers have worked with Thomas Telford School for three 
consecutive years preparing students on a weekly basis over several months 
for a mock trial competition which took the school to regional and national 
finals. 
 
Our members have provided sessions for the school’s Ethical Debating Society 
and helped to prepare students for their recent win at the University of  
Wolverhampton’s Mooting competition.  
 
We were delighted to attend the presentation evening in July to receive the 
award. Please see Kevin Saunders and Aadhithya Anbahan photographed  
with Xenia Dennan, the current Upper Warden and Master of the  
Mercer's Company. 

Health and Wellbeing Week at St Ives Chambers 
 

The aim of our Health and Wellbeing Week was to provide all members of Chambers and staff with opportunities to  
explore different ways of enhancing everyday wellbeing via a programme of activities throughout the week. 
 
Birmingham Legal Walk 
We incorporated the 10k walk around Birmingham into our Health and Wellbeing Week to promote exercise as part of a 
healthy balanced lifestyle. Our team enjoyed the walk in the sunshine whilst raising money for The Midland Legal Support 
Trust. 
 
Art Therapy 
Art therapy encourages people to express and understand emotions through artistic expression and through the creative 
process. It is usually used as a way to improve a person’s emotional state or mental wellbeing. 
 
Chair Yoga 
In this session, yoga instructor Fran Loretto guided members and staff through a series of breathing and relaxation  
techniques as well as some simple postures that can be done whilst sitting at a desk to release tension and help with day 
to day stresses. 
  
‘Resilience and Managing Stress’ Seminar 
Led by Catherine Holland, coach/mentor, this inspiring talk provided advice on how to manage the stresses and challenges 
life can throw our way. Catherine described her own experiences and the challenges she has faced in her life and how she 
grew stronger and more resilient. 

@StIvesChambers @StIvesCriminal @StIvesCivil @StIvesFamily @StIvesArb 
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Kevin Saunders reflects on working alongside the  
African Prisons Project and the Ugandan Prison Service 

In February of this year, I was afforded the opportunity to work alongside the African Prisons Project and the Ugandan 
Prison Service, in conjunction with Birmingham Law Society. My assignment was funded by ROLE UK.  
 
Both the African Prisons Project and the Ugandan Prison Service are 
committed to upholding human rights and delivering access to  
justice to prisoners.  
 
Uganda has inherited our adversarial Criminal Justice System. It 
follows that justice can only be served if accused persons are able 
to properly advance their cases and defend themselves at Court.  

Most people who appear before the Ugandan Criminal Courts are 
not represented by lawyers. But for the ambitious and  
ground-breaking work of the African Prisons Project, these persons 
would have little or no understanding of their rights and the legal 
process within the Criminal Courts.  

Working alongside Human Rights Project Officers, I was specifically engaged in the Lango region of mid-northern Uganda. I 
was instructed to review and improve the existing legal aid clinics in this region, with a view to reducing prison  
congestion.  
 
The assignment comprised an ambitious itinerary that sought to make efficient use of relatively little time. 
 
The final product of my assignment was the development of an advocacy package for Prisoners in rural regions that 
sought to address the fact that they are rarely represented at Court by Defence Lawyers.  This package is imaginatively 
titled “How to talk and ask for things at Court: A Ugandan Prisoner’s Guide” (“The Guide”).  
 

The primary objective of the Guide is to empower prisoners by 
highlighting the fact that they are subject to an adversarial system 
of law and inspiring the prisoners to stand up and speak up for 
themselves at Court.  
 
The Guide was tested and developed by myself in advocacy  
workshops at rural prisons in Lira, Dokolo, Apac, Arocha, Oyam, 
Kole and Alebtong.  
 
The assignment further comprised attendance at Magistrates 
Courts and High Courts in Kampala and the mid-northern region in 
order to observe court process and procedure. I interviewed a 
number of Magistrates at different Court Centres and a High Court 
Judge, The Honourable Lady Justice Dr. Winfred Nabisinde. 
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This assignment would not have been complete without engaging with the Prosecution. The comprehensive itinerary 
arranged for me by the Human Rights Project Officers also included meetings with State Attorneys who prosecute.  
 
I was fortunate to meet with the Officer in Charge at each of the prisons I attended. I was struck by the unwavering en-
thusiasm and support that was displayed by the Officer in Charge at each prison.  
 
It is apparent that the Officers in Charge of prisons in the mid-northern region share the objectives of the African Pris-
ons Service; they seek to uphold human rights and deliver dignity and hope to the prisoners.  
 
Perhaps, the attitude of the Officers in Charge was best reflected in a conversation that took between myself and the 
Officer in charge of Lira Main Prison, Maureen Niinsima, who described her prison in the following terms:  
 

“We are a family” 
 
During the course of my assignment, it was not unusual for the Officers in Charge of each prison to participate in the 
advocacy training sessions that I was conducting and contribute in a significant and positive way.  
 
My experience of working with the African Prison Project was deeply rewarding.  I only hope that I was able to impart as 
much knowledge and experience as I gained from this assignment in Uganda.  
 
Comparative law is a useful tool for any lawyer. In my view, our prisons in the United Kingdom could learn a lot from 
the Ugandan prison system, which is based on principles of cooperation and the restoration of hope and dignity.  
 
By the same token, the shortcomings of the Ugandan legal system are a salient reminder to us in the United Kingdom, 
that if we wish to maintain an adversarial Criminal Justice System, then there must be adequate funding for legal aid 
defence representation. 

 
Kevin Saunders 

Kevin Saunders reflects on working alongside the  
African Prisons Project and the Ugandan Prison Service 

@StIvesChambers @StIvesCriminal @StIvesCivil @StIvesFamily @StIvesArb 
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Due to a significant surplus of work across all areas of the family team, applications are invited from exceptional  
practitioners at all levels of call in the following practice areas: 

 

 
We would also be interested in hearing from practitioners who are keen to develop a practice in the Court of  
Protection.  

We have an excess of work at all levels of call, from silk to pupils, and we are therefore keen to recruit exceptional 
candidates to enable us to continue to provide an excellent level of service to our professional clients. 

Chambers also welcomes applications for third six pupillage from individuals dedicated to developing a practice in 
family law. 

Chambers is pleased to be regarded as one of the country’s leading family law sets. Our members are often instructed 
in the most high profile and legally significant cases in the Midlands and nationwide. We are consistently ranked as a 
leading set by the legal directories. 

Chambers has a proud history of career progression and moving members of chambers into silk and judicial  
appointments. 

Over the last 15 years, the family law team has adopted a policy of measured, structured and organic growth. We are 
now looking to expand further to meet the increased workload arising from our existing success. 

Our former and current members of chambers include: 

Chambers is delighted to offer an extremely competitive rent structure and boasts an exceptional clerking team and 
administrative support. 

Applications should be addressed to Head of Chambers, Jeremy Weston QC via email to  
jeremy.weston@stiveschambers.co.uk 

Applications are treated in the strictest confidence. 

Our highly regarded Family Law Team is recruiting 

 Public law children 

 Private law children 

 Matrimonial finance 

 A Lady Justice of Appeal and Senior Presiding Judge for England and Wales 

 The Family Division Liaison Judge for the Midland Circuit 

 Numerous circuit and district judges 

 A significant number of members who sit as Deputy High Court Judges, Recorders, and Deputy District Judges 

 Two nationally recognised family law silks, in addition to a successful team of door tenant silks 

 Five members who are qualified as Family Law Arbitrators (across the finance and children schemes) 

mailto:jeremy.weston@stiveschambers.co.uk
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The views expressed in these articles are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of St Ives Chambers.   The information or commentary provided in this 

document is for your personal use only.  The recipient(s) of the information should not copy, distribute or otherwise divulge  the information, directly or indirectly, to any other 

person or publish the information, in whole or in part, for any purpose, without written permission of St Ives Chambers.  Eve ry effort is made to ensure that the information is 

accurate and up to date, but no representation of warranty, express or implied, is given by or on behalf of St Ives Chambers or any of such person’s directors, officers or employees 

or any other person as to the accuracy or completeness of the information or opinions contained in this document and no liabi lity is accepted for any such information or opinions.  

The information does not, and is not intended to, amount to legal advice and is not intended to be relied upon.  

The winners from Birmingham City Council 

 

Cricket 
We had a great evening at the Coventry and North Warwickshire 
Cricket Club earlier in the month playing a game of cricket against 
the team from the Warwickshire Law Society. Despite our loss by 
two runs, the team thoroughly enjoyed the evening playing the 
match in the sunshine and raising money for the Teenage Cancer 
Trust.  

Annual Charity Quiz 
This year’s Annual Charity Quiz was held in May at The Studio.  The winners were 
the team from Birmingham City Council – many congratulations!  
 
Thank you to all those who attended, the quiz raised £1,669.50 for our charity of 
the year, Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 
 
Also, a big thank you to all the companies who donated raffle prizes to us: Amantia, 
Primitivo, Itihhas, Asha’s, Hyatt Hotel, Bar Opus, Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Zen Metro, Hotel Du Vin, The Botanist, West Bromwich Albion FC, Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre and Symphony Hall. 

 

Celebrating St Ives Day 
St Ives, also known as Saint Ivo of Kermartin and the “Advocate of the 
Poor”, is the patron saint of lawyers and abandoned children. In  
honour of the feast day of St Ives on 19th May, we held a celebratory 
bake sale, challenging our bakers to create St Ives themed cakes. All 
proceeds from the bake sale went to our charity of the year,  
Birmingham Children's Hospital. 
 
 

And finally... 

https://www.stiveschambers.co.uk/about/charity/

